
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Your child registered for the You Be the Chemist Challenge. Congratulations! The Challenge is a fun 
and innovative academic competition, created by the Chemical Educational Foundation® (CEF), a 
national non-profit organization dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science and 
value of chemistry. The You Be the Chemist (YBTC) Challenge® is an interactive academic 
competition that engages students in grades 5-8 about important chemistry concepts, scientific 
discoveries, and laboratory safety.  We look forward to their participation in this event. Here are 
some answers to frequently asked questions. 
 
1. Where does my child find the study materials? 

You can find the study materials at these links. The test questions are generally taken from the 
materials in this guide. 
 
Study Guide: (about 90 pages, which you can print or read online)  
 http://www.chemed.org/wp-content/uploads/Passport-to-Science-Exploration-The-Core-of-
Chemistry-2015-2016.pdf  

Periodic Table: 
http://www.chemed.org/wp-content/uploads/PeriodicTable-2-weights.pdf  

 
2. Who studies with my child? 

Your child can study on his or her own, with a parent, friend, mentor, high school or college 
student.  In other words--anyone.  If they need help and can’t find a mentor, please email us and we 
will try to make a connection. The study guide is about 90 pages long, so we recommend studying 
about 10 pages per week until the Council Rock Qualifying Challenge. 
 

3. Are there opportunities for tutoring? 
Yes, on 1/13/16 (snow date 1/14), 1/20/16(snow date 1/21), and 1/27/16(snow date 1/28). 
National Honor Society high school students will be available from 6:30-8:00pm (snow dates: 
4:30-6:00 pm) at Council Rock South library to study with your child. 

4. What are the dates and guidelines for each challenge? 
a. The Council Rock Qualifying Challenge will take place on 2/3/16 at 6:30-8:00 PM (snow 

date 2//15) at Council Rock North. It will consist of a written test of 50 multiple-choice 
questions.  Top students will receive prizes. The test will be followed by some cool chemistry 
demonstrations and a free lunch. The top 10 students move on to the Local Challenge. 

b. The Greater Philadelphia Area Local Challenge will take place on March (date, to be 
determined) at The Dow Chemical Company Technology Center in Collegeville, PA. Winning 
students are encouraged to car pool to the event. This challenge will most likely be a timed, 
interactive quiz bowl format, with answers given orally or with a clicker system. Top winner(s) 
advance to the State Challenge. 

c. The PA State Challenge will take place in State College, PA in April (date: TBD).  
d. The winner of the PA State Challenge will compete in the National You Be the Chemist 

Challenge at the Kimmel Center in Philadelphia in June. 
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5. My child is in the 5th grade, how can he/she compete against 8th graders? 

Winning is great but is only part of the experience.  Learning more about chemistry, participating 
in a contest and having the potential to win are all important.  No one is a loser. 

  
6. If my child registers and then finds it all to be too difficult or confusing, can he/she 

withdraw? 
Yes, but reach out to us first.  We can try to find a mentor to help your child succeed. 

 
 
Additional questions can be sent to the following CR volunteer coordinators: 
 
tduke@crsd.org, Tim Duke, CRSD STEM Specialist  
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